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AHRQAHRQ’’ss MissionMission

Improve the quality, safety, Improve the quality, safety, 
efficiency and effectiveness of efficiency and effectiveness of 
health care for all Americanshealth care for all Americans



healthit.ahrq.govhealthit.ahrq.gov



What do we know?What do we know?


 

AdoptionAdoption


 

ePrescribingePrescribing


 

Health Information ExchangeHealth Information Exchange


 

Quality MeasurementQuality Measurement



AdoptionAdoption


 

Most significant barriers were financial (mMost significant barriers were financial (most ost 
pronounced in small practicespronounced in small practices


 

Adoption associated with lower malpractice Adoption associated with lower malpractice 
settlementssettlements


 

Adoption does not equal usage of key Adoption does not equal usage of key 
functions like decision supportfunctions like decision support


 

Relationship between adoption and high Relationship between adoption and high 
quality is complex and depends on usage of quality is complex and depends on usage of 
key functionskey functions



ePrescribingePrescribing


 

Uptake steady but partialUptake steady but partial


 

Younger and pediatricians more likelyYounger and pediatricians more likely


 

eRxeRx controlled substances a key challengecontrolled substances a key challenge


 

Formulary functionality saves $$$Formulary functionality saves $$$



Health Information Health Information 
ExchangeExchange


 

Frequently not an issue on providers Frequently not an issue on providers 
radarradar


 

Some benefits are certainly perceivedSome benefits are certainly perceived


 

$$$ and interoperability are issues.  $$$ and interoperability are issues.  
ButBut……


 

Who stands to gain must leadWho stands to gain must lead



Quality MeasurementQuality Measurement


 

Citizens Memorial Hospital, Citizens Memorial Hospital, Bolivar, MOBolivar, MO


 

American Medical Association American Medical Association -- PhysiPhysicianscians’’ss 
Consortium for Consortium for PerformacePerformace Improvement Improvement 
CardioCardio--HIT I and IIHIT I and II


 

Primary Care Improvement Project in NYCPrimary Care Improvement Project in NYC


 

National Quality Forum Health IT Expert Panel National Quality Forum Health IT Expert Panel 
I and III and II



In SumIn Sum


 

Adoption Adoption -- necessary but not sufficientnecessary but not sufficient


 
ePrescribingePrescribing -- growing but incompletegrowing but incomplete


 

Health Information Exchange Health Information Exchange -- community community 
leadership is keyleadership is key


 

Quality Measurement Quality Measurement -- under constructionunder construction

Thank you!Thank you!
jonathan.white@ahrq.hhs.govjonathan.white@ahrq.hhs.gov
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