
CDC 2008 National Summit on  
Legal Preparedness for Obesity Prevention and Control 

 
Evergreen Conference Resort 
Stone Mountain Park, Georgia  

       
June 18, 2008 

 
  9:00 –   5:00 Registration 

11:00 – 12:30       Lunch and Presentations: Policy Initiatives in Obesity Prevention 

12:30 – 12:45 Break 

  12:45 – 1:00 Welcome 
George Mensah, M.D., F.A.C.P., F.A.C.C., Associate Director for Medical Affairs, CDC 
National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion 
 

    1:00 – 1:45 Opening Plenary Address  
Mary T. Bassett, M.D., M.P.H., Deputy Commissioner, Health Promotion and Disease 
Prevention, New York City Department of Health & Mental Hygiene 
 

    1:45 – 3:00 Obesity and the Public Health Framework 
William Dietz, M.D., Ph.D., Director, CDC, NCCDPHP, Division of Nutrition, Physical 
Activity, and Obesity  
 

 The Role of Government and the Legal Framework 
Demetrios Kouzoukas, J.D., Associate Deputy Secretary, U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services 
 

 Overview of the Working Summit Program 
 Anthony Moulton, Ph.D., Co-Director, CDC Public Health Law Program 

     3:00 – 3:15 Break 

     3:15 – 5:15 Reports from Status Paper Lead Authors 
 Lawrence O. Gostin, J.D., LLM, Georgetown University Law Center 
 Wendy Collins Perdue, J.D., Georgetown University Law Center 
 Marice Ashe, J.D., M.P.H., Public Health Law and Policy 
 Peter D. Jacobson, J.D., M.P.H., University of Michigan School of Public  Health 
              
                7:30   “King Corn”: Movie and Discussion 

David Wallinga, M.D., Director, Food and Health Program, Institute for Agriculture and 
Trade Policy 

  

 

 



June 19, 2008 

     8:00 – 5:00 Registration 

     8:30 – 9:00  Plenary: Summit Methodology  
Richard Goodman, M.D., J.D., M.P.H., Co-Director, CDC Public Health Law Program 

     9:00 – 9:10 Break 

   9:10 – 10:15 Core Element Work Group Sessions 
A. Laws and Legal Authorities 

B. Competency in Application of Law and Legal Tools 

C. Coordination across Sectors and Jurisdictions 

D. Information and Best Practices 

 10:15 -- 10:30 Break 

  10:30 – 12:30 Setting-Specific Work Group Sessions 
A. School Settings 

• Legal Authorities/Coordination 

• Competencies/Best Practices 

B. Worksite Settings 

• Laws and Legal Authorities/Coordination 

• Competencies/Best Practices 

C. Community Settings 

• Laws and Legal Authorities/Coordination 

• Competencies/Best Practices 

D. Medical/Clinical Settings 

• Laws and Legal Authorities/Coordination 

• Competencies/Best Practices 

    12:30 – 2:00 Lunch and Presentation 
 William Bolling, M.A., Director, Atlanta Community Food Bank  

      2:00 – 3:45 Plenary: Reports from Setting-Specific Sessions 
 Setting Specific Session Facilitators 

      3:45 – 4:00  Break 

      4:00 – 5:00 Topical Concurrent Sessions 
Agriculture and Food Production 101: Neil Hamilton, Ph.D., Director, Agriculture and Law 
Center, Drake University Law School 

 
Access to Healthy and Affordable Foods: David Adler, Communications Director, The Food 
Trust, Philadelphia 

 



Land Use and Zoning: Robert Ogilvie, Ph.D., Director for Planning, Healthy Places, Public 
Health Law and Policy 

 
BMI Surveillance: Kevin Ryan, J.D., Executive Associate Director for Policy and Projects, 
Arkansas Center for Health 

 

June 20, 2008 

      8:00 – 9:30 Continental Breakfast 

      8:30 – 9:30 Topical Concurrent Sessions 
Schools: Safe Routes and Standards for Physical Activity and Education: Sherry Everett 
Jones, J.D., M.P.H., Ph.D., CDC Division of Adolescent and School Health; Dana Carr, U.S. 
Department of Education; Lisa Soronen, J.D., National School Boards Association 
 
Preemption and Federalism: David Benor, J.D., Associate General Counsel, HHS, and 
Thomas Merrell, J.D., Legal Counsel, New York City Department of Health and Mental 
Hygiene 

 
Consumer Disclosure: Amanda Bloom, Policy Director, California Center for Public Health 
Advocacy, and Jacob Sullum, Senior Editor, Reason Foundation,  
 

     9:30 – 11:30 Plenary: Reports from Action Agenda Lead Authors 
Jennifer L. Pomeranz, J.D., M.P.H., Director of Legal Initiatives, Rudd Center for Food 
Policy and Obesity, Yale University 
Alice Ammerman, Dr.P.H., R.D., Director, Center for Health Promotion and Disease 
Prevention, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 
Aviva Must, Ph.D., Friedman School of Nutrition Science and Policy, Tufts University School 
of Medicine 
Susan Tortolero, Ph.D., Director, Center for Health Promotion and Prevention Research, 
University of Texas-Houston School of Public Health 

 

    11:30 – 12:00 Summary and Next Steps 

 

 

 

 


